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Welcome to this videocast from the University Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
Oxford. We are delighted that you have joined us today. This Order of 
Service will guide you through the Holy Eucharist. The Revd Dr William 
Lamb, the Vicar, is presiding and Professor Sarah Mortimer is preaching. 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT ST MARY’S 

The University Church is a Christian church within the Church of England 
and we welcome people of all Christian traditions as well as people of other 
faiths, and those of little or no faith. If you are new and would like to receive 
our weekly e-newsletter about events and services at St Mary’s, sign up at 
universitychurch.ox.ac.uk/content/keeping-touch. 
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THE GATHERING

Please stand as the ministers enter
 

President In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 

President The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

Words of welcome may be offered 

All Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

President  My brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the 
presence of Christ in word and sacrament, let us call to mind and 
confess our sins. 
  

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.   
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past  
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life  
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

President Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  
 have mercy upon you,  
 pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
 and keep you in life eternal;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
All Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

THE COLLECT 

President Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you such 
good things as pass our understanding: pour into our hearts such 
love toward you that we, loving you in all things and above all 
things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. 

All Amen. 
Please sit 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST READING Wisdom of Solomon 12.13, 16-19 

A reading from the Wisdom of Solomon. 

There is not any god besides you, Lord, whose care is for all people, to 
whom you should prove that you have not judged unjustly; For your strength 
is the source of righteousness, and your sovereignty over all causes you to 
spare all. For you show your strength when people doubt the completeness 
of your power, and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it. 
Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness, and with 
great forbearance you govern us; for you have power to act whenever you 
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choose. Through such works you have taught your people that the righteous 
must be kind, and you have filled your children with good hope, 

Reader For the word of the Lord. 
All    Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       Please stand

Cantor Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere 
children. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

THE GOSPEL Matthew 13.24-30, 26-43 

President Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

  Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his 
field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants 
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you 
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds 
come from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves 
said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But 
he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 
wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the 
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the 
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.” ’ 

  Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 
approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 
the field.’ He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the 
Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil 
one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds 
are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out 
of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw 
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
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gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

President This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON Professor Sarah Mortimer Please sit 

THE NICENE CREED Please stand 

All We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

President In faith and hope, let us bring all our prayers before almighty God. 

Lord, in your mercy: 
All hear our prayer.   

 Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

THE PEACE 

President We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith, 
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace. 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 

President Let us greet each other in the peace of Christ. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN             Sung by the University Church Choir 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
Triumph o’er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Unaccompanied by thee; 
Joyless is the day’s return 
Till thy mercy’s beams I see; 
Till they inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
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Visit then this soul of mine, 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
Fill me, radiancy divine, 
Scatter all my unbelief; 
More and more thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. 

Words: Charles Wesley, 1707-88 
Tune: RATISBON, from J G Werner’s Choralbuch Leipzig 1815 (NEH 234) 

THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

Please be seated while the table is prepared. If you would like to support the 
ministry of the University Church, you may wish to make a donation online: 
www.universitychurch.ox.ac.uk or via the contactless card machine by the 
High Street entrance or by leaving an envelope in the basket by the door. You 
can also make a donation by sending a text: Text "SMV X" to 70085 to donate 
£X. For example "SMV 5" to 70085 will donate £5.00. Texts cost £X plus one 
standard rate message. Thank you for your support. 

 
President As the grain once scattered in the fields 

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.  

All Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

President The Lord be with you. 
All and also with you. 

President Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

President Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son 
Jesus Christ, your living Word, through whom you have created 
all things; who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our 
Saviour. By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your 
Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about 
among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put 
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an end to death by dying for us; and revealed the resurrection by 
rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy 
people. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord,   
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

  Hosanna in the highest. 

President  Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith.  
All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

President And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

President Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name;  
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

President We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 
 because we all share in one bread.
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AGNUS DEI 

All  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace. 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 

President Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
 Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
 but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

President The Body of Christ. 
All Amen. 

President The Blood of Christ. 
All Amen. 

 
ANTHEM  Faire is the Heav’n - Harris  

PRAYERS DURING COMMUNION 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
most humble and hearty thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies that our hearts may 
be unfeignedly thankful, and that we show forth your praise, not only with 
our lips but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking 
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for 
all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O most merciful 
redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    Please remain seated 

President God of our pilgrimage, you have led us to the living water: refresh 
and sustain us as we go forward on our journey, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
All Almighty God,  
 we thank you for feeding us  
 with the body and blood  
 of your Son Jesus Christ.  
 Through him we offer you  
 our souls and bodies  
 to be a living sacrifice.  
 Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
 to live and work to your praise and glory.  
 Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL 

THE BLESSING Please stand

President The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always. 

All Amen. 

President Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen.   
 
Liturgical material in this booklet © Archbishops’ Council 2000 and 2006. 

Scripture readings taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright 
1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


