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Welcome to this videocast from the University Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
Oxford. We are delighted that you have joined us today. This Order of 
Service will guide you through the Holy Eucharist. The Revd Canon Dr Alvyn 
Pettersen is presiding and preaching. 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT ST MARY’S 

The University Church is a Christian church within the Church of England 
and we welcome people of all Christian traditions as well as people of other 
faiths, and those of little or no faith. If you are new and would like to receive 
our weekly e-newsletter about events and services at St Mary’s, sign up at 
universitychurch.ox.ac.uk/content/keeping-touch. 
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THE GATHERING

 
President In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 

President The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

Words of welcome may be offered 

All Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

President  God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to 
save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring 
us to eternal life. Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love 
and peace with all.  

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.   
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past  
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life  
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

President Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  
 have mercy upon you,  
 pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
 and keep you in life eternal;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
All Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

THE COLLECT 

President Lord of all power and might, 
the author and giver of all good things: 
graft in our hearts the love of your name, 
increase in us true religion, 
nourish us with all goodness, 
and of your great mercy keep us in the same; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
Please sit 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST READING 1 Kings 3.5-12 

A reading from the First Book of Kings. 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 
‘Ask what I should give you.’ And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and 
steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before 
you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards 
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you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given 
him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little 
child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the 
midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous 
they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good 
and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’ It pleased the Lord that 
Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, and 
have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do 
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one 
like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. 

Reader For the word of the Lord. 
All    Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Please stand

Cantor Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! I am the light of the world, says the 
Lord. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will 
have the light of life. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

THE GOSPEL Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 

President Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it 
is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and make nests in its branches.’ He told them another 
parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened. The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of 
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 
and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, 
sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 
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So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the 
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said 
to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings 
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’ 

President This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON The Revd Dr Alvyn Pettersen Please sit 

THE NICENE CREED Please stand 

All We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In faith and hope, let us bring all our prayers before almighty God. 

Lord, in your mercy: 
All hear our prayer. 

Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

THE PEACE 

President   Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by 
the cross. We meet in his name and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
President Let us greet each other in the peace of Christ. 

OFFERTORY HYMN          Sung by the University Church Choir 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art, 
be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 



 8 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 
be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord, 
be thou my great Father, and I thy true heir; 
be thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care. 
 
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight, 
be thou my armour, be thou my true might, 
be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower, 
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 
  
Riches I need not, nor vain earthly praise, 
be thou mine inheritance now and always, 
be thou and thou only the first in my heart, 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun, 
O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won, 
Great Heart of mine own heart, whatever befall, 
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

Words: Irish c. 8th century, tr Mary Byrne (1880-1931), ed Eleanor Hull 
(1860-1935), alt 

Tune: SLANE, Traditional Irish melody (NEH 339) 
 

 

If you would like to support the ministry of the University Church, you may 
wish to make a donation online: www.universitychurch.ox.ac.uk. Use the 
red button at the top of the home page. Alternatively, you can also make a 
donation by sending a text: Text "SMV X" to 70085 to donate £X. For 
example "SMV 5" to 70085 will donate £5.00. Texts cost £X plus one 
standard rate message. Both methods of payment allow you to use Gift Aid. 
Thank you for your support. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

President The Lord be with you. 
All and also with you. 

President Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

President Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son 
Jesus Christ, your living Word, through whom you have created 
all things; who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our 
Saviour. By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your 
Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and went about 
among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put 
an end to death by dying for us; and revealed the resurrection by 
rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy 
people. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord,   
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

  Hosanna in the highest. 

President  Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
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 Great is the mystery of faith.  
All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

President And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

President Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name;  
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The President breaks the consecrated bread, saying: 

President We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 
 because we all share in one bread.

 

AGNUS DEI 

All  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace. 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 

President Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
 Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
 but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

President The Body of Christ. 
All Amen. 

President The Blood of Christ. 
All Amen. 

 
ANTHEM  Ubi caritas et amor – Duruflé  

PRAYERS DURING COMMUNION 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
most humble and hearty thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies that our hearts may 
be unfeignedly thankful, and that we show forth your praise, not only with 
our lips but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking 
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for 
all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O most merciful 
redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    Please remain seated 

President Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and the source of life, ever 
giving himself that the world may live: may we so receive within 
ourselves the power of his death and passion that, in his saving 
cup, we may share his glory and be made perfect in his love; for 
he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

All Almighty God,  
 we thank you for feeding us  
 with the body and blood  
 of your Son Jesus Christ.  
 Through him we offer you  
 our souls and bodies  
 to be a living sacrifice.  
 Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
 to live and work to your praise and glory.  
 Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL 

THE BLESSING Please stand

President The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always. 

All Amen. 

President Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen.   
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